
 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 

Thursday, August 6, 2015  
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Commissioners Robert E. Galati, Albert A. Natelli, Jr. 
and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael S. Manware 
Excused:  Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Romano made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Galati, to accept the Minutes 
of the June 4, 2015 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay’s written report was forwarded to all commissioners in advance of the meeting for 
review since Dave would not be attending the meeting.  No one had any specific questions on the 
report.  Chairman asked for comments regarding the item about the naming of a field house at 
one of the parks.  This has been discussed in the past; it is not this board’s decision.  The Town 
Council has a policy on naming of buildings and that policy would be followed. 
  
Motion was made by Commissioner Natelli, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware updated the board on some serious vandalism that occurred over the July 4th 
weekend.  Some of the damage included a 55-gallon drum of frying oil that was knocked over, 
which required help from the Fire Department to clean up.  Sometime after the movie on that 
Saturday a dumpster was turned over, garbage pails were emptied and Port-O-Lets were turned 
over.  It was a mess.  Mr. Manware met with police on the Sunday, and they went public with it 
on Tuesday.  Chairman Fasulo said he has a video showing kids turning over picnic tables in the 
pavilion from a few weeks prior.  It is dark but may be of some use in identifying the culprits. 
 
Crossroads is the group that borrows the mobile stage every year in Wolcott.  This year it is on 
September 19.  Parks guys bring it over and take it back.  Wolcott pays for any overtime from 
that.  The rental is gratis. 
 
Mr. Manware gave an update on the Memorial Park pool house renovation.  We had a bid 
opening last Monday but there were no bids.  He spoke with the architect who believes there was 
not enough time for contractors to respond.  It will be rebid and hopefully we will get several 
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good bids for the work.  Memorial Pool will close for the season on August 23rd as stated in 
Dave Lapreay’s report.  This will allow the start of abatement for the basement and also demo of 
the building.  
 
Rochambeau Eagle Scout project update.  It is slated to finish next week.  The stone was washed 
and refaced; some landscaping and a sign will be placed so people will know it’s there.  It is a 
good addition.  Mr. Manware has the complete plan in his office; it is basically cosmetic work.  
The Eagle Scout is James Brino. 
 
Miscellaneous maintenance work was completed during the month.  Light bulbs were replaced at 
the Rec tennis courts.  Repaired the basketball backboard at Memorial.  Started fence line 
spraying and shrub trimming.  The Girls’ Softball field was filled with millings from a town 
project; it was needed and they are pleased with it.  Some bench relocation was done on North 
Main Street.  Mr. Manware said he initiated a new disinfection system for the rest rooms.  It is 
making a big difference and adds another tool for our cleanliness program, especially with the 
pools.  Commissioner Natelli asked if Memorial was sewered or septic.  The area near the pool is 
septic but will be sewered once the renovation is complete.  Commissioner Natelli was just 
concerned about what cleaning products would be going into the sewer lines.  Mr. Manware 
responded that it is through our distributor, EcoLab. 
 
Commissioner Natelli made a motion to approve the report of the Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks, seconded by Commissioner Galati.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:   
Commissioner Romano said he went to the Southington South Championship game.  While they 
didn’t win, they did a great job and we are very proud of them. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
Chairman Fasulo had a few things to bring up.   
1.  The leagues will come in for the September meeting.  He wanted Mr. Lapreay to be here for 
that.  The September meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m.  It has already been posted. 
 
2.  Dee Babkirk sent several emails regarding the pavilion rental for the Friday night food truck 
events.  She complained that the tables are not arranged properly.  Mr. Fasulo explained that we 
do not put the tables in straight lines every week.  People who rent the pavilion usually take care 
of that themselves.  Ms. Babkirk also stated that the tables are dirty.  The Parks crew checks the 
pavilion on Friday mornings and clean as needed.  They check the floors and the rest rooms.  Mr. 
Manware added that several times during the season or as needed the whole place is power 
washed.   
 
3.  Ms. Babkirk also is asking for a reduced rental fee.  She is paying $250, same as every other 
for-profit organization.  It is the board’s policy and no one wanted to set a precedent.  One 
comment was made that $250 for a for-profit is a “steal.”  Another comment had to do with an 
additional charge for setting up the tables.  This was not even considered because Ms. Babkirk 
was looking to reduce her charge.  Chairman Fasulo will contact her with the board’s decision.  
Mr. Manware added that he spoke with Mr. Lapreay and they have not received any complaints 
about the tables from other parties renting the pavilion. 
 
4.  Mr. Manware noted that Ms. Babkirk had also asked about advertising her event on the drive-
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in marquee.  There is really not enough room on the marquee for anything beyond the drive-in 
movie name, date and host organization.  Chairman believes the board should have a written 
policy about use of the marquee.  It should be used only for town events and for non-profit 
fundraisers, etc.  Commissioner Romano suggested that Ms. Babkirk work with Planning and 
Zoning about having an A-frame sign on the day of the food truck event but not all week.  It was 
noted that a car with a sign on it is usually parked near the entrance.  Chairman would like to 
hear Mr. Lapreay’s input on this issue as well. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1.  Chairman spoke about the roof edges of the pavilion starting to turn black.  He asked Mr. 
Manware to look into something we can do to get the mold off without causing any problems 
with paint, etc.  Comments were made about certain products available that can be sprayed on 
and washed off.  Mr. Manware will look into it. 
 
2.  Chairman went to the Milldale school reunion a few weeks ago.  Parks guys brought the old 
stone sign from Milldale School for the event.  It was really nice.  He would like to have it 
installed there, and he spoke with Mark Mathieu about how to go about it.  Since it is very old 
and large, to prevent cracking, it was suggested to put it on the ground on a hill with some 
landscaping around it.  A hill already exists and would probably be a good spot for it.  
Discussion followed on whether this had to go before the Council for approval but it was felt that 
it could be done administratively.  It would be great if there could be a light on it at night.  
Chairman will speak with the town manager about it before anything is done.  He asked Mr. 
Manware to look at the location.  The clock from the school building is also in storage, in pieces.  
Mr. Manware has had a few inquiries about it. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting 
by Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried unanimously.  
Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


